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Summary of Proposed Rule 

• Aligns immunization exemption policy with 2011 state 

legislative changes to RCW 28A.210.090. 
 

• Updates the rule’s reference to the Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices’ (ACIP) national guidelines from the 

2012 version to the 2013 version. 

• Technical change creating no new immunization requirements. 
 

• Other housekeeping. 
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• “Health care practitioner” defined:  

• Physicians, physician assistants, osteopaths, naturopaths and 

ARNPs licensed under Title 18 RCW. 
 

• For medical, religious and personal exemptions, the health care 

practitioner must certify the parent has received information on 

the benefits and risks of immunization by: 

• Signing a statement on the exemption form, or 

• Submitting a letter which must reference the child’s name and be 

signed by the health care practitioner. 

 

Immunization Exemption Updates and Clarifications  
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• “Religious membership exemption” defined:  

• A unique type of religious exemption in which the parent 

demonstrates membership in a religious body whose beliefs 

preclude medical treatment from a health care practitioner. 
 

• Parents demonstrate membership by: 

• Signing a statement on the exemption form, and  

• Listing the name of the religious body. 
 

• Health care practitioner’s signature not required. 

 

 

Immunization Exemption Updates and Clarifications  
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• Clarifying definition of “child care center.” 
 

• Clarifying health care “practitioner” vs. “provider.” 
 

• Reorganizing the list of diseases for which a child must be 

protected against alphabetically and according to their common 

name. 

 

Other Housekeeping 
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General Timeline 

December 4, 2013 File CR-102 paperwork with the Office of the Code 

Reviser (includes draft rule language) 

December 2013  Public comment period 

January 8, 2014 Board of Health public hearing 

March 31, 2014 Rule effective 
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Questions? 
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* 
Vaccine Requirements and Guidelines 

2012 ACIP Immunization Schedule. Board-required vaccines for 

school and child care are circled in red. 
* 
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